are determined to undertake, I cannot hesitate for a moment to congratulate you on your choice of a profession.
I congratulate you, first of all, because you are still students; because you have not consigned yourselves to a warehouse, or shut yourselves up in an office, to apply the elements of education which you have acquired to the booking of letters and invoices, and the drawing up of summonses, and deeds, and dispositions, and the calculations connected with pounds, shillings, and pence. You are privileged to be still students; and, what is more, students of that blessed Book of Nature, which it is one of the greatest sources of happiness for man to read and study every day of his life.
It has always appeared to me, that one of the most signal advantages the study of medicine has over the study of other professions, is, that it necessitates the study of nearly all the natural sciences. You may prosecute successfully almost any branch of mercantile life,?you may be an accountant, actuary, or banker, an acute and learned lawyer, and even a statesman, or a distinguished theologian,?and yet remain ignorant of the laws which regulate the material universe, or at least of the laws which regulate living bodies, and the wonderful mechanism and phenomena of the whole sentient world. It is a great pity that it should be so; it is a great loss to society, and the interests of civilization and religion too, that such studies should not be imperative upon our manufacturers, merchants, lawyers, legislators, and divines; it is a great pity, in the interests of our onward progress, that any of the workers in the progressive movement should be, in any respect, behind 
